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LAW OF CRIMES I- (Bhartiya Nyaya Sanhita) 

In a developing society crime has become dispensable part, it is impossible to 
strike it done in toto, but it can be controlled and punished through criminal 
legislations. In India, The Bhartiya Nyaya Sanshita (BNS) 2023 is the substantive 
law which primarily concerns the crime and its punishments. The Bhartiya Nyaya 
Sanhita (BNS) 2023 aims to modernize and streamline India's criminal justice 
system by replacing the Indian Penal Code (IPC) of 1860. The BNS reflects 
contemporary legal principles and societal values, and addresses various aspects of 
criminal law, including definitions of crimes, punishments, and procedural 
regulations. So proper understanding of the offences & criminal behaviors, 
methods of controlling them has now become extremely important in the larger 
context of Indians development & to build a just and humane society. 

Object: This course is designed with the following objectives  

 To give an overview of all the offences and punishments with the help of 
various provisions of new Criminal Law.  

 To familiarize students with the principles of substantive criminal law 
 To understand the meaning of crimes, methods of controlling them and the 

essential principles of criminal liability  
 To provide knowledge of offences and punishments under The Bhartiya 

Nyaya Sanshita 2023. 

Learning Outcomes: After the successful completion of course, students are able 
to: 

1. Understand and remember the basic concept of crime, punishments, criminal 
liability and criminal behavior. 

2. Analyses and interpret various offences and punishments under substantive 
criminal law. 

3. Evaluate and investigate the crimes from the point of view of the 
requirements of substantive criminal law. 

4. Elaborate the criminal laws to formulate and build a just and humane 
society. 

Methods of teaching-learning:  

 Lecture method shall be the main method of learning to be followed.  



 Teachers also use participative and problem-solving methodologies of 
teaching and learning.  

 Dialectic method of mooting and argumentation plays a very convincing 
procedure of learning.  

 The information sharing and flow of information among the teacher and 
taught has to work as bonding of the entire course.  

 Case studies and research can also be a method of research writing in this 
course.  

Evaluation methods: 

 Theory Examination: 70 Marks  
 Internal Assessment: 30 Marks – 

Assignment/Case study/Project/Presentation:  20 Marks  
Viva Voce College Level:     10 Marks 
        _____________          

           30 Marks 
Unit I- Concept of Crime and introduction to BNS 

1.1  Nature, concept of crime and relationship between Crime, Ethics and Morality. 
1.2  Stages of crime and essential elements of crime 
1.3  Salient features of BNS 
1.4  Definition (sec. 2) 
1.5  Punishments (sec 4 to 13) 
Unit –II General Exceptions (Sec. 14 to 44) 
2.1  Mistake of fact and Mistake of Law 
2.2  Judicial act, and Accident 
2.3  Act of child, act of person of unsound mind and intoxication 
2.4  Act in good faith and consent 
2.5  Right of private defense  
Unit-III Inchoate offences (sec. 45 to 62 and 189 to 191) 

3.1  Logic behind criminalizing Inchoate offence 
3.2  Abetment  
3.3  Attempt 
3.4  Criminal conspiracy   
3.5  Unlawful assembly 
Unit-IV Offences against woman and Children (sec. 63 to 99) 



4.1 Rape (Sec. 63-71) 
 
4.2 Sexual Harassment, Voyeurism, Stalking and Insult modesty of a women  

(Sec.75,77 to 79) 
4.3 Dowry death and cruelty by husband and relatives (sec. 80, 85 to 86) 
4.4 Causing Miscarriage (Sec. 88 to 90) 
4.5 Offences against child (Sec.96 to 99) 
Unit-V offences Affecting Human Body (Sec.100 to 146) 

5.1 Culpable Homicide and Murder 
5.2 Organized Crime 
5.3 Hurt and Grievous Hurt 
5.4 Criminal force and Assault 
5.5 Kidnapping and Abduction 

Unit-VI Offences relating to State, Election and of public servants 
6.1 Waging war against Government of India (sec. 147 to150)  
6.2 Act endangering sovereignty unity and integrity of India (Sec. 152) 
6.3 Offences relating to election (sec. 169 to 177) 
6.4 Rioting (Sec. 191 to 193) 
6.5 Offences by or relating to Public Servants (Sec. 198 to 205) 

Unit VII Offense against property (sec 303 to 334)  
7.1 Theft and extortion, Snatching  
7.2 Robbery and Dacoity   
7.3 Misappropriation of property and criminal breach of trust  
7.4 Cheating and mischief  
7.5 Criminal trespass, house trespass and house breaking  

Unit VIII Offences relating to Evidence, Reputation and Safety 
8.1 Giving and Fabricating of False Evidence (Sec. 227 to 229) 
8.2 Forgery and making of false documents (Sec. 335 to 337) 
8.3 Defamation 
8.4 Food and Drugs adulteration (Sec. 274 to 278) 
8.5 Public Nuisance and Obscenity (Sec. 270 to 273 and 294 to 296) 
 
References: 
Bare Act of Bhartiya Nyaya Sanhita 


